Prof. Dr Tomas Baležentis specializes on efficiency and productivity analysis and agricultural economics.
Dr Tomas Baležentis has been awarded the degrees of PhD at Vilnius University (2015) and the University
of Copenhagen (2015). Dr Baležentis is a Principal Researcher and a Head of Department at Lithuanian
Institute of Agrarian Economics and a Professor at Vilnius University. His research has appeared in such
outlets as Agricultural Economics, European J. of Operational Research, J. of Productivity Analysis. Much
of this research has been carried out in cooperation with researchers from Denmark, the Netherlands,
China, Belgium, among other countries during research visits and mutual projects. Dr Baležentis has
published over 170 publications in SCI/SSCI journals with impact factor. The h-index for Dr Baležentis is 26
(Web of Science DB). Dr Baležentis serves an editor and reviewer for SSCI/SCI journals.
Maria Blanco is professor of bioeconomic analysis at UPM and senior researcher at CEIGRAM, with
extensive experience in bioeconomic modeling and evaluation of agricultural policies. She coordinates the
AgroEcoS unit at UPM, which main objective is to enhance academic excellence by promoting
international mobility and integrating teaching and research activities in the areas of agroeconomic
modelling and agroecosystems assessment. She worked as senior researcher at the Joint Research Center
of the European Commission in the period 2008-2010. Her research activity focuses on the economic
analysis of public policies and, especially, on the analysis of the agriculture-environment interconnections
and their implications for sustainable development. She is part of several international modeling consortia
(i.e. CAPRI) and assiduously collaborates with national and international organizations (MAPA, European
Commission, FAO...) in the areas of agricultural policy analysis, circular bioeconomy and water-energyfood-ecosystems nexus. She has been director of research in many national and international research
projects and has authored numerous scientific publications. Recent EU projects include EU-H2020 projects
GoNEXUS, SIM4NEXUS and SUPREMA. Her vocation is to make frontier research in agri-environmental
economics compatible with the strategic development of bioeconomic models that contribute to
designing policies and strategies for the transition towards sustainability.
Dr Natalija Bogdanov is a full professor at the Faculty of Agriculture, University of Belgrade, lecturing
courses related to agricultural economics, agricultural policy and rural development. Her research
interests are in the area of the impact analysis of agricultural reforms, community development, poverty
reduction and rural livelihoods. She has authored or co-authored numerous scientific papers, book
chapters and technical reports. Dr Bogdanov has participated in a range of national, regional and
international research projects. She has been the coordinator of various scientific projects funded by the
national Ministry of Science, national coordinator of three FP projects, and invited speaker to the
conferences on Western Balkan agricultural policy and rural development issues. She is involved in
advisory work to international agencies (FAO, UNDP, World Bank, EC) in Western Balkan, Eastern Europe
and Central Asian countries.
Prof Dr Štefan Bojnec is Professor of Economics and Head of Department of Economics at the Faculty of
Management, University of Primorska, Koper – Capodistria, Slovenia. He has participated in several
national and international research projects, including in several EU-Phare ACE projects and EU-COST
projects and projects of the EU Framework Programme. Furthermore, he has participated in several
multilateral and bilateral projects with various countries. He was also a member of several expert groups,
such as at the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, the European Commission, the

United Nations (UN), the World Bank, European Agency for Reconstruction, and the German Society for
Technical Cooperation (GTZ/GIZ). In the years 1996-1997 he worked for the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO). His bibliography comprises more than 1,770 bibliographic
records, including more than 300 original scientific articles in international scientific journals with a peer
review, more than 150 publications in the leading scientific (JCR, SNIP, WoS) journals and more than 165
publications in Scopus journals mostly as a sole author or with one co-author, and two publications with
more than three co-authors. In 2008, he received the Slovenian state Zois recognition for important
scientific achievements in the field of economics.
Bernhard Brümmer is Professor (W3) of Agricultural Market Analysis at the University of Göttingen in
Germany. He obtained a Doctoral Degree of Agricultural Sciences (PhD) at the Department for Agricultural
Economics, Faculty of Agricultural and Nutritional Sciences, University of Kiel, Germany, 2001; a Diploma in
Agricultural Sciences, specialization Agricultural Economics, Christian-Albrechts-University of Kiel, Germany,
1996; and European M.Sc in Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness, Wageningen, Netherlands, 1996.
Editorial board member of the European Review of Agricultural Economics, since 2017; Head of the Scientific
Advisory Board of the Leibniz Institute for Agricultural Development in Transition Countries (IAMO), Halle,
Germany, since 2016 (member since 2011).
Yann de Mey is assistant professor at Wageningen University & Research in the Netherlands. He is a
researcher in agricultural economics, interested in the micro-level analysis of farm households using
econometric techniques. His main research focus has been risk analysis, risk management, agricultural
finance and production economics at both the farm and household level in developed and developing
countries.
Professor Cheryl Doss is an agricultural economist in the Oxford Department of International
Development with over –25 years of research experience in collecting and analyzing data on rural
households in developing countries. She earned her Ph.D. in the Department of Agricultural and Applied
Economics at the University of Minnesota. She moved to Oxford University in 2016 after 17 years at Yale
University. Professor Doss is widely known for her work on the quantitative analysis of gender issues in
development, and especially for her pioneering work on the collection of gender-disaggregated data. She
has advised international organizations, including the World Bank, the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, UN Development Program, UN Women, and UN
Statistics. Her work has involved frequent engagement with the CGIAR and she currently directs a
portfolio of research on gender for the CGIAR Program on Policies, Institutions and Markets. She has
published extensively in leading journals in both agricultural economics and development economics.
Imre Fertő is a director general at the Centre for Economic and Regional Studies in Budapest where he
has been working since 1992. He is also professor at the Hungarian University. of Agriculture and Life
Sciences. He received his Ph.D. in economics at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in 1996, and Ph.D. in
agricultural economics at the University of Newcastle upon Tyne in 2005. Recently, his research focuses
on international trade, production efficiency, the impact analysis of agricultural policy and local food
issues. He has published more than 100 per reviewed articles including top agricultural economics journals
as Agricultural Economics, Journal of Agricultural Economics, European Review of Agricultural Economics,
Canadian Journal of Agricultural Economics and Food policy. He served a member of executive board of

the European Association of Agricultural Economists between 2011 and 2017. He is member of the
scientific advisory board of the Leibniz Institute of Agricultural Development in Transition countries. He is
the co-editor of Eurochoices.
José M. Gil is the Director of CREDA and Professor of Agricultural Economics at the Universitat Politècnica
de Catalunya (UPC). He is also responsible for the Information Systems and Food Supply Chains research
arm of CREDA. His current research focuses on the economics of food quality and safety, and related policy
issues with respect to the consumer, the food industry, and trade. Another major research interest
concerns analysis of the competitiveness of food supply chains. Further, he has considerable experience
in econometrics and statistical methods for analyzing food chains and household purchasing behavior.
Alexandre Gohin is a Director of Research at the France’s National Research Institute for Agriculture, Food
and Environment (INRAE). He specializes in the economic analysis of the Common Agricultural Policy of
the European Union and develops several quantitative methodologies to analyze dynamic and stochastic
issues. He participates/coordinates different research projects funded by several public institutions
(regional/national/European) and private stakeholders.
Miet Maertens is heading the Agricultural and Rural Development Economics research group and is
professor at the Division of Bio-economics, Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences at KU
Leuven. She holds a PhD in agricultural economics from the Georg-August University in Goettingen,
Germany and MSc. degrees in Economics and in Bioscience Engineering from KU Leuven, Belgium. Her
research focuses on global food supply chains, agricultural intensification, and rural development in lowand middle-income countries. She investigates vertical and horizontal coordination in food value chains;
the sustainability impact of private food standards; the role of food trade as climate change adaptation
mechanism; rural labour market dynamics; and the process of agricultural and rural transformation – with
gender as a thread running through these research topics. She is leading several research projects on
these topics and cooperates intensively with several universities in Africa (Senegal, Uganda, Kenya,
Ethiopia), Latin-America (Peru, Ecuador) and Asia (Indonesia), and with CGIAR and other international
institutes. She has co-authored numerous scientific articles and book chapters.
Eva-Marie Meemken is an Assistant Professor of Agricultural Economics in the Department of Food and
Resource Economics (IFRO) at the University of Copenhagen (Denmark). She holds a Ph.D. from the
University of Goettingen (Germany) and was a postdoctoral fellow at Cornell and Minnesota (USA). She
conducted fieldwork in Peru, Uganda, Ethiopia, and Cote d'Ivoire. Eva’s research interests are at the
intersection of agricultural, food, and development economics. Her research focuses on how the
transformation of global agrifood systems affects farmers, workers, and other actors, especially in lowerincome countries. A special focus of her work lies on the proliferation of institutional arrangements such
as standards, contracts, and member-based organizations.
Anastasios Michailidis is an Associate Professor in the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and Head of the
Department of Agricultural Economics. His education includes a B.Sc. in Agriculture, a M.Sc. in Agricultural
Economics, a further Postgraduate Education in Quality Assurance and a Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics.
His expertise lies in the fields of agricultural extension & education, rural development, diffusion of
innovations, investment analysis, risk analysis and econometrics. He is member of the editorial boards of

“SpringerPlus”, “Sustainability” and “Agricultural Economics Review”. He participated as a coordinator or
a team member in several EU projects (H2020, FP7, FP6, ERASMUS+, Grundtvig, INTERREG, LLP, TEMPUS)
and published more than 100 articles in international refereed journals, in collective volumes or in
international conference proceedings. He was elected as Head of the Greek Association of Agricultural
Economics (2016-2018) and Head of the Rural-Lab (Agricultural Extension, Rural Sociology and Agrotourism Unit) in the Department of Agricultural Economics (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki).
Dominika Milczarek-Andrzejewska is an assistant professor at the Faculty of Economic Sciences in the
University of Warsaw. She obtained her PhD and Habilitation degrees in economics from the University of
Warsaw. She has specialised in institutional aspects of the transition process in the agricultural sector and
rural areas and has worked on agricultural policy projects, institutional and political economy studies. She
conducted research on land market and changes to food chains in Poland. She participated in several
evaluation projects (e.g. ex-ante evaluation of Rural Development Program 2014-2020 for Poland) and in
many EU framework projects including FP5 (IDARA), FP6 (SCARLED) and FP7 (COMPETE). She is a Liaison
Officer of the European Associations of Agricultural Economists for Poland.
Hermine Mitter holds a doctoral degree in agricultural economics and is post-doc researcher at the
University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences in Vienna (BOKU), Department of Economics and Social
Sciences. Her main areas of research are participatory scenario development, qualitative and quantitative
surveys, and integrated assessments of land systems under climate change.
Céline Nauges is research director at the French Institute for Research in Agriculture and Environment
(INRAE) and member of the Toulouse School of Economics (France). Her main research interests are in
agricultural and environmental economics. Her research, which is mainly applied, has focused on supply
and demand management of water in developed and developing countries, irrigation water markets, risk
management in agriculture, and the analysis of agricultural policies and their impact on the environment.
Céline Nauges has published a number of scientific articles on these topics and she is now editor at the
European Review of Agricultural Economics. She is also serving regularly as an expert for international
institutions such as the OECD and the World Bank.
Pia Nilsson is associate Professor in Economics at the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, has a
research background with a focus on agricultural productivity, economic-ecologic interactions linked to
crop diversity and knowledge diffusion through networks and social interactions. Her research is
conducted in a developing and developed country context and she is currently involved in a research
project that focus on the economic potential of agro-ecology in a Swedish/European context.
Tomas Ratinger graduated at the Charles University in Prague in 1981. Here he obtained his PhD in 1996.
He has engaged in agri-economic research since 1986. In 1991/1992 he completed his economic education
at Wye College, University of London. Nowadays, he is senior researcher at the Technology Centre of the
Czech Academy of Sciences in Prague and associate professor at the Czech University of Life Sciences,
Faculty of Tropical Agri-Sciences, Prague. Before Tomas worked as senior scientist at the Institute of
Agricultural economics and Information in Prague (since 1986), in FAO (1996-1997), Imperial College
(London, 2000-2001), JRC (EC) Seville (2005 – 2009). Tomas has also been external expert of the European
Network for Rural Development (ENRD) contact point (since 2009) and of the European Evaluation

Helpdesk for Rural Development (since 2016). Most of his research has focused on the assessment of
impacts of agricultural and rural policies, and research and innovation policies at regional up to supranational levels. Until 2010 he mostly concentrated on ex-ante policy assessment using econometric or
programming models and scenario evaluations. After that he worked on a number of ex-post policy
evaluations combining quantitative and qualitative approaches. In parallel, Tomas engages in foresight
and technology assessment exercises in the areas of agriculture and rural development, and science and
technology.
Claudio Soregaroli is Associate Professor in Agricultural Economics at Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore,
Department of Agricultural and Food Economics (Piacenza, Italy). He holds a MSc degree from the
University of Guelph (Canada) and a doctorate degree from the University of Padova (Italy). His current
research interests center in the analysis of sustainable agricultural, food, and bio-based systems. They
include the study of governance, from macro- to micro-institutions, and its relationship with the
development and adoption of sustainability practices and, more generally, of new technologies in biobased sectors. They also concern the assessment of stimuli that could improve sustainable consumption.
He participated in several EU founded projects under H2020 (BioMonitor), and of the 7th and 6th research
framework programmes (Transfop, Price, Edim, Wemac), with experience as team leader and work
package leader. He has previous experience in consultancy activities for the EU Commission (DG-Agri, DGEnterprise) and local stakeholders. Form 2019 he is member of the PLOS ONE Editorial Board.

